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APRIL 28  
Arbor Day with  
Grosse Pointe Academy, 9 a.m.

APRIL 30* 
Birding with Detroit  
Audubon Society, 9 a.m. 
*Monthly birding dates are listed online

MAY 12 
Spring Tree Tour, 10 a.m.

MAY 29 
Memorial Day Commemoration,  
noon – NEW Event

JUNE 10  
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

JULY 15 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 19 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 30 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m. 

OCTOBER 21 
Fall Tree Tour, 8:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 28 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 
All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m.

NOVEMBER 10 
Veterans Day Commemoration –  
33rd Annual, 10 a.m.

Keep an eye on our website or send a 
message to jcapuano@elmcem.org to 
be added to our email list to receive 
information about upcoming events. 
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Enjoying Elmwood
Up coming Events

Your Support Matters

Spring Flowers Available

Large Family Lots Available

This past year, the generous donors to the Historic Elmwood Foundation provided 
educational and cultural opportunities to over 3,500 tour and event visitors. 
Elmwood’s roadways were completely restored and our drainage system cleared. 
Our arboretum was added to and we now have 98 species in our collection. We 

expanded our educational programming, placing 
tree identification markers on select species. The 
markers highlight the scientific and common name 
of the tree, and also include a query code for those 
visitors with smart devices who wish to learn more 
about the tree. We also began offering tree 
identification tours with our partners at Greening 
of Detroit and local certified arborists.

Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery and 
Arboretum remains a sanctuary for all by donating 
to the Historic Elmwood Foundation. Historic 
Elmwood Foundation is classified as a 501(c) 3 by 
the IRS.  You may make your donation by completing 
the enclosed envelope or at Elmwood Cemetery’s 
office. If you are interested in making a bequest to 
Elmwood through your estate planning, please 
contact Joan Capuano, Executive Director of the 
Foundation, at 313/801-1971, or review the suggested 
bequest language available on Elmwood’s website.

Thank you for your continuing support  
of Elmwood.

Every Spring Elmwood offers a beautiful bed of 
begonias (24” x 14.5”) to be placed in front of your 
loved one’s marker or monument. For $60, the staff 
at Elmwood will plant, water and remove the 
begonias at the end of the season - weather 
permitting, they are installed just after Memorial 
Day and last until late September. Please contact 
the office at 313/567-3453 to order today. 
Quantities are limited.

The Cemetery working with the Historic Elmwood 
Foundation has nine large family lots available. 
They are located throughout the property and are 
available only through the foundation. The 
purchase price of these special lots includes a 
donation to the foundation. The lots are the perfect 
size for your family mausoleum or large memorial. 
Please contact the office staff if you are interested 
in viewing a foundation available lot.

Tombstone Tales Tours

Educational Enrichment

2016 Restoration Projects

A stone’s throw away from the hustle and bustle of downtown Detroit, lay 86 
acres of Detroit’s natural topography. Elmwood has graceful hills and a valley 
surrounding a calmly flowing stream. Large stands of trees, and roadways follow 
the natural slope of the land. They blend with the surrounding environment and 
our outdoor sculpture garden, creating a haven of peace for the living to enjoy.

Elmwood has four “Tombstone Tales” tours that we offer to the public FREE of 
charge. We share the many stories of those laid to rest at Elmwood, including 
Michigan Governors and Senators, Detroit Mayors, Civil War Generals, African 
American Heritage Leaders, and Detroit’s Who’s Who. We also highlight memorial 
art and symbolism, architecture, and our unique grounds. Our walking tours are 
held in all weather and last approximately 2 hours.

Today, educational opportunities occur on many different 
levels at Elmwood whether through our online 
biographies, our tours, daily interaction with staff, 
materials on the property, or through our website 
and other electronic means. Elmwood strives to 
remain current and monitors all educational pieces 
for necessary updates and accurate information. 

This year we will have an extensive expansion to 
our online biographies as we work to include the 
many people highlighted through our self-guided 
tour maps and in our tours, including the more 
recently deceased. 

We have an information rack in the office for our 
visitors to broaden our reach. All materials are 
underwritten by the Historic Elmwood Foundation 
and are available to our visitors free of charge.

If there are areas about which you would like to learn more, please contact Joan Capuano at 
jcapuano@elmcem.org or 313/801-1971, or access our website, www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org.

In 2016, the Historic Elmwood Foundation 
undertook a very large project at the Cemetery, 
completely restoring the roadways across its 
86-acres. We completed this extensive project in 
stages to permit continuing access to the property 
by our families and event participants. The drainage 
system throughout the cemetery also was checked 
and cleared where necessary. The final step is the 
continued regrading of the adjacent land. These 
restoration projects will make Elmwood increasingly accessible 
during all seasons. 

We also restored the walkway in the Hazel Dell Section and rebuilt 
the dam at the southern end of the pond.
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28   William Webb (1812-1868) Section P, Lot 25 Attorney, community leader, and abolitionist.
28   Charles Stone (1869-1933)Section P, Lot 25 Orchestra leader in the early 1900s.  His Stone Family Orchestra played on  the Puttin-Bay ferries and later played  at Fairlane Manor in Dearborn. He  was Henry Ford’s favorite musician for social gatherings.

29   John D. Richards (1831-1882)Section N, Lot 150 Brother of Fannie. Businessman and supporter of the Underground Railroad. Instrumental in organizing the 102nd U.S. Colored Infantry during the  Civil War.

29   Fannie Richards (1840-1922)Section N, Lot 150 Detroit’s first African American school teacher in the public school system. Educated in Canada and Germany, she brought the concept of Kindergarten to Detroit. One of the founders of the Phyllis Wheatly Home for old ladies.
30  Coleman A. Young (1918-1997)Hazel Dell 

Tuskegee Airman, union organizer, Michigan State Senator, 1963-73.  First African American Detroit Mayor, 1973-93.

31   William Nathaniel “Sunnie” Wilson (1909-1999)Section B, Lot 122 Businessman, author and nightclub owner. Served as ceremonial Mayor of Paradise Valley in Detroit.
32   Billie Willis (1930-1996) Section L, Lot 21 First African American female Detroit Police Precinct Commander. Involved with many civic organizations.

33   Wilson A. Copeland (1917-1991)Section M, Lot F4 Tuskegee Airman, U.S. diplomat in Africa 20 years. Owned a fishing fleet in West Africa. Son-in-law of Rev. Charleston.

33   Rev. James A. Charleston (1887-1961)
Section M, Lot F4 Pastor St. Paul A.M.E. Church for 28 years. Built the largest African American church in U.S.

34   Thomas “Beans” Bowles (1927-2000)
Section J, Lot 1 Popular musician, teacher, mentor, promoter and night club owner. Played with and founded several bands. Discovered and promoted musical talent in Detroit. Involved with the Motown organization.

35   Ernest E. Rodgers, Jr. (1934-2014)Section JK, Lot 4 Woodwinds Musician who toured with Motown stars and Jazz greats. Educator who shared his love of music with  Detroit youth. 
36   Lorenzo C. Wright (1926-1972)Section J, Lot 94 Won the Olympic gold medal in the 400-meter relay at the 1948  London Olympics.

37   Chief (Dr.) Augustine Kayode Kole James (1945-2010)Section JK, Lot Kole JamesMedical visionary established Professional Medical Centers, ProCare Health Plan –  a Medicaid HMO, and ProCare Plus which provided health care to Wayne County residents.
38   Robert Millender, Sr. (1916-1978) 

Section B, Lot 37/38 Attorney, campaign manager for Mayor Coleman A. Young and U.S. Congressman John Conyers. Millender Center was named in his honor.
38   Joyce Garrett (1931-1997)Section B, Lot 37 First African American female to serve as a Foreign Service Officer for the  U.S. State Department. She served in Caracas, Venezuela.

39   William Lambert (1819-1890)Section G, Lot 90 Community leader, agent for the Underground Railroad and organizer of the “African Mysteries.” Owned a successful tailoring business. 
40  John Bailey (1826-1871) Section F, Lot 59Musician. Popular local band leader with friend Theodore Finney, Lot 80-O. The Bailey & Finney Orchestra was among the first to feature syncopated music.

41   James Robinson (1753-1868)Section F, Lot 61 Fought in the American Revolution and in the War of 1812. Was decorated for bravery after the Battle of Brandywine by General Lafayette. The oldest person buried in Elmwood, he died at the age of 115.
42   George DeBaptiste (1816-1875)Section C, Lot 24 Former White House steward and friend of President Harrison. Successful Detroit merchant, he used his ships to transport runaway slaves to Canada.

43   Jacques “Jack” Surrell (1915-2003) Section A, Surrell Island First Detroit African American host of late night jazz program, “Sunday with Surrell” and “The Talk of the Town.”
44  Dr. Norman McRae (1925-2010)Section A, Lot 98 Avid researcher and author of African American history. Director of Social Studies, Fine Arts, and the Children’s Museum for Detroit Public Schools. Designed and taught first black history course at Wayne State University.

45   Dudley Randall (1914-2000)Section A, Lot 104 Detroit’s appointed Poet Laureate. Nationally known lecturer. Founder of Broadside Press.
46  Jim Ingram (1938-1994)Section A, Lot 106 Detroit radio personality, journalist. 

47   Theoodore Guy Buckner, Sr. (1914-1976)
Section A, Lot 116Jazz saxophonist. Famous local band leader. Worked with Motown.

48  Cora Brown (1914-1972)Section A2, Lot 27First African American woman in the U.S. to be elected to a state senate, 1953.

49  Edith Gamble (1919-1980)Section A2, Lot 47 First African American female auditor employed by the IRS.  Prominent civic activist.
50  George Slaton (1907-1975)Section A2, Lot 48 Boxer Joe Louis’ first trainer.  Jessie Slaton 

(Memorial) 
First African American secretary  hired in Detroit City Hall, 1933.  First female referee for Recorders Court. Killed on Korean Airlines flight #007  over sea of Japan.

51   Rev. Robert Bradby, Sr. (1877-1946)
Section A2, Lot 200 Pastor Second Baptist Church 1910-46.President Detroit NAACP 1925-32.

51   Rosa L. S. Gragg (1904-1989)Section A2, Lot 200 Advisor to Presidents Roosevelt,  Kennedy and Johnson. First African American female to head the U.S.  Welfare Commission.
52   Clyde Hopkins, P.E. (1933-2014)Garden Plaza, #12 Director of City of Detroit Engineering who oversaw renovations to Cobo Hall, Detroit City Airport, Belle Isle Bridge; City Water and Sewage Engineer; managed city demolition program.

53   Erma Henderson (1917-2009)Gallery A, Niche 8, Level EFirst African American Detroit City Council woman and president.
53   Reverend Herbert B. Robinson (1929-2002)

Gallery D, Level C, Crypt 66Preacher, True Love Baptist Church. Nationally known minister who worked with Martin Luther King, Jr.
53   Don Davis (1938-2014)Galley A, Level C, Crypt 1Grammy award winning music producer and songwriter who worked with top artists world-wide. Owner of the only African American bank in Michigan, First Independence Bank, served as Chairman and CEO. 

53   The Honorable Roy L. Roulhac ( 1943-2014) 
Gallery C, Level J, Niche 27 Administrative Law Judge, genealogist, author, civil rights activist.
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Foundation Contributors Partnership News

2016 EvEnt Wrap-up

Message froM sandy McMillan  
President, trustees of elMwood ceMetery

and terry P. Book  
President, Historic elMwood foundation 

We are very proud of all that was accomplished at Elmwood this past 
year. The cemetery continues to serve as a unique place within the 

community both honoring those who chose Elmwood as their final resting place as well as playing a role in the resurgence of Detroit. We 
are pleased to have increased awareness of one of Detroit’s best assets, Elmwood Cemetery, through our many community events.

We invite you to come and experience the beauty and tranquility of the cemetery at this time of year! The trees and shrubs are in bloom 
and our recently renovated roadways are in great shape for walking and other activities you enjoy. 

Perhaps you would like to learn more about Detroit’s history through one of our guided tours? Or, would you like to learn more about the 
incredible collection of trees inside Elmwood, Detroit’s first certified arboretum? Our spring events are in full swing. We hope you will 
take the opportunity to come to learn about birding and help us identify the migrating bird species and the fledglings that will call 
Elmwood home, even if only for a short while. Please join us in commemorating our loved ones this Memorial Day.

Please enjoy this issue of our newsletter, experience all we have to offer, and consider supporting Elmwood’s continuing restoration 
efforts, educational programming and community events.

Warm regards.

Greening of Detroit 

In the fall of 2015 Elmwood Cemetery became Detroit’s first 
certified arboretum. Elmwood boasts 98 species, among its nearly 
1500 trees. We are excited about our partnership with Greening 
of Detroit, who uses Elmwood as its outdoor classroom, 
discussing the various species and the inherent strengths and 
weaknesses in the trees, and our Detroit environment. They have 
also been instrumental to Elmwood with tree identification, tours, 
and community events.

John Kost, Citizen Forester Coordinator for Greening of Detroit, 
led the class and said, “we are lucky to have Elmwood’s trees  
here in Detroit. So many different species in one spot is great for 
our training.”

Jac Kyle, Greening’s Environmental Education Manager, recently 
joined Elmwood for one of its birding events and indicated she 
looks forward to expanding the partnership between Greening 
and Elmwood. We at Elmwood are excited about increasing 
knowledge about our trees and environment with our visitors 
and are thankful for Greening’s enthusiasm and assistance.

Detroit Historical Society

Elmwood is honored to partner with the Detroit Historical Society 
in sharing Detroit the stories of Detroit’s past with our visitors. In 
addition to the highly successful DHS’ Behind the Scenes tours, this 
past year we had joint school tours where students visited 
Elmwood and then toured the Detroit Historical Museum. 
Woodhaven schools sent four groups to Elmwood and DHS. They 
commented, “the ability that the ability for the kids to see the 
interesting monuments and learn the history of Detroit was 
outstanding.” They especially enjoyed being able to run through 
the Black Walnut trees and check out the old bridge at Elmwood.

Birding

Multiple 
birding events 
were held with 
both Detroit 
Audubon and 
Wild Birds Unlimited/Grosse Pointe Audubon throughout the 
year. A typical event begins with a walk, and pointers on how to 
use binoculars, spot and describe species. The walks conclude at 
either the chapel or the gatehouse where light refreshments are 
provided and a general discussion ensues. Birding checklists 
continue to be placed in the information rack at the gatehouse 
and are used by visitors separate from the birding walks. Birders 
use the checklists to note the different species spotted or heard 
on the grounds. We have documented over 75 different species 
migrating through or living here at Elmwood.

Elizabeth Denison Forth Marker and  
Tree Dedication

This past year approximately 100 people 
gathered to celebrate the life of Mrs. Forth, a 
former slave who was the first African 
American landowner in Pontiac and the 
founder of St. James Episcopal Church on 
Grosse Ile. Church members donated a 
marker and a beautiful tri-color beech tree 

at Mrs. Forth’s burial site in Strangers Ground. The choir from St. Pat’s 
Church provided beautiful music to accompany the mass. Members 
of the St. Louisa Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution also attended the dedication and mass. We would like to 
thank Mrs. Kate Hartwell for her extensive efforts over the last few 
years to accomplish this dedication.

Learn more about Mrs. Forth through Elmwood’s online biographies.

All Souls Day

Fr. Steven Kelly of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Detroit once 
again celebrated a Requiem Mass in 
the Elmwood Chapel on November 2 
to pray for and remember the 
deceased. The service was also 
broadcasted live via St. John’s 
Episcopal Facebook page. We 
enjoyed a reception following the mass. Thank you Fr. Kelly for 
continuing this annual tradition at Elmwood!

Veterans Day Commemoration

The 32nd annual program was held on November 11 and we had an 
excellent crowd. Media coverage was through WXYZ – Channel 7, 
and the Detroit News. We had two different fly-overs – a historic 

plane and then the Tuskegee Gliders 
sent 4 gliders. Winged Occasions 
provided us with a 21-dove release that 
flew shortly before our 21-gun salute 
from the Civil War reenactors. We would 
like to thank Winged Occasions for their 
generous support and the Buffalo 
Soldiers who paid for the bus transportation for the Detroit Jr. ROTC 
programs’ students in honor of a recently deceased member, as well 
as the co-chairs for the event, Mrs. Capuano, Mr. Robert Middleton of 
the Montford Point Marines and Sargent Edgardo Rivera, Operation 
and Training Officer of the Detroit Public School Community District, 
Army JROTC. Members of veterans groups from each branch of the 
armed services were represented. 

Tree Lighting Ceremony

The December Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
honoring the year’s deceased, was attended by 
over 250 people. The Men’s Ensemble Vision 
choir from the Detroit School of Arts performed 
once again this year. They were outstanding as 
they provided moving numbers before and 
during the formal program. They then gathered 
in the gatehouse and put on quite a show for 

our families. Elmwood would like to thank the many families who 
attended, Ms. Cheryl Valentine for her leadership of the choir, the 
students, and Elder Christopher Holden from Swanson Funeral Home 
who provided moving opening and closing messages. Families were 
given red carnations as they departed. 

None of Elmwood’s events would be possible without our tremendous staff 
that works hard on behalf of our families and Elmwood’s boards. Thank 
you to Bonita Smith, Mike Shukwit, Ciara Green-Lowe, Kimalyn Taylor,  
Phil Lovati, Bob Schroeder, Dave Hessel, Rich Brock, Stephen Shukwit,  
Sal Militello, Larry Sloane, Joan Capuano and Cheri Arcome. We are so  
very fortunate to have you all in our Elmwood family.

We are thankful for the many friends who supported the  
Historic Elmwood Foundation and Elmwood Cemetery in 2016
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In Honor Of  
Darryl J. Beavers  
The Campau Family  
Joannie Capuano  
Herman Carter  
Jimmie & Mary Lacey Colbert  
Adolph Cox  
Crawford-Boyd-Turner Family  
Janet & Duncan Currie  
Barbara Frederick Emmons  
Goolsby Family and Loved Ones  
Floyd Harrison  
Verna Hines  
Arthur McDaniel  
Robert F. Schmidt  
Schmiel Families  
Leslie M. Sims  
Bonita Smith

In Memory Of  
The Alger Family 
Norma Anderson  
Terry Banks  
Robb Baubie  
Clarence P. Broadnax  
Justus Brandau  
Glodene S. Brown  
Dr. Adger Butler, Jr.  
Alburiance Cain  
Campau Family  
Auerette & Hamilton Carhartt and 
 Wylie & Gretchen Carhartt  
William Cushman Clark & Mary Eddy Coe 
Artis Colbert, Jr.  
James W. Coleman  
Mildred Corbin  
Adolph Cox  
Eugene & Pauline Coxx  
William & Sophie Craighead  
Annie Lee Curry  
Cora & Joseph Curry  
John Michael Denstaedt  
Charles DuCharme  
Robert D. Dunwoodie, Sr.  
Jacob J. Dupree, Sr.  
Brent Ellis  
Elvia G. Estes  
Johnnie Mae Bowden Faison  
Martha E. Ford  
Elizabeth Denison Forth  
Arthur L. Grady  
Thomas J. Greene, III, M.D.  
Frederick C. Gorman  
Mary E. Griffin  
Griffiths and Jenness Families  
Marilyn Harmon  
Floyd Harrison  
Dollie Mae Hill  
Charles H. Hodges, Sr.  
Charles H. Hodges, Jr.  
Charles H. Hodges, III  
Theodore R. Hodges, Jr.  

Valeria P. & John C. Hodges  
Kenneth G. Holmes  
Curtis & Bernice Hudson  
Phair, Sara, Christian &  
 Patricia N. Hudson  
Milton Jackson  
Thomas Jackson, Jr.  
Mayzell R. Jones  
Charlie & Pauline Kauderer   
Margaret & Julius S. King  
Donald A. Lindow & Helen N. Lindow 
Gordon William Lloyd  
Thoma M. Logan  
Phillip W. Lowe  
Robbie M. Lowe  
Louise & John Lutz  
Willie D. Lynn  
George & Ada MacPherson  
James E. Maxey  
Suddie McDaniel  
Margrette McDonald  
Allen C. McElroy  
Dr. Norman C. McRae, Jr., Ph.D.  
I. B. Mitchell  
Ida M. Mitchell  
John & Reva Mitchell  
Thelma Mitchell  
Mable Molitor  
Robert C. Murray  
Robert L. Murray  
W. Howie Muir, II  
Corinne Perry  
Beulah Peterson  
Nelson Pickett, Jr.  
Mrs. Charlie A. Powell  
Mr. John Powell  
Rosa Lee Price  
Samuel P. Qualls  
Mildred Redding  
Charles Regnerus  
Sabina Salsberry Remington  
Willie E. Rice  
Warren & Miriam Ricketts  
Naomi Riley  
Alphonza Robinson & Frank Robinson 
Timothy Robinson  
John K. Roney  
George Sanders  
Wesson & Winifred Seyburn  
Wendell Shackelford  
David Smith, Jr.  
James O. Smith  
Norma Smith  
Myzell & Robin H. Sowell  
Johnnie Stafford  
Mr. Earnest Stamps  
Tommie L. Stanfield, Sr.  
Lori Stanford  
Don Stange  
Otis C. Starghill, Sr.  
Stieler Departed Relatives  
Nolan & Everlyn Street  
Solitta A. Collins-Street  
William & Helen D. Streng  
Norman J. Tabor, Jr.  
Brooks & Letitia Thomas  
Garrett T. Townsend  
Cleveland Thurber, Jr.  
Musell Ulmer 
Christine Dyer-Van Lowe  
Judge David C. Vokes & Family  
Arthur L. Walker 
Julie C. Whitman 
James R. Wilson 
Woodbridge & Metcalf Families  
Sims E. Woods  
William & Elizabeth Wreford  
Louise Wright  
Henrietta & Leon Wyden  
Jack C. Younke

– Rosann Kovalcek, Wild Birds Unlimited, Grosse Pointe

The cemetery provides a unique  
opportunity to experience the nature,  
culture, and history of Detroit.

– Detroit Audubon Society

We love to Bring People and Nature  
Together! So special in the D.
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APRIL 28  
Arbor Day with  
Grosse Pointe Academy, 9 a.m.

APRIL 30* 
Birding with Detroit  
Audubon Society, 9 a.m. 
*Monthly birding dates are listed online

MAY 12 
Spring Tree Tour, 10 a.m.

MAY 29 
Memorial Day Commemoration,  
noon – NEW Event

JUNE 10  
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

JULY 15 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 19 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 30 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m. 

OCTOBER 21 
Fall Tree Tour, 8:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 28 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 
All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m.

NOVEMBER 10 
Veterans Day Commemoration –  
33rd Annual, 10 a.m.

Keep an eye on our website or send a 
message to jcapuano@elmcem.org to 
be added to our email list to receive 
information about upcoming events. 

1200 Elmwood Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 
Phone: 313-567-3453 
Fax: 313-567-8861 
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org

Cemetery Grounds Access  
7am - 7pm, Daily (May-Sept.)

Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 
Sat: 9am - noon

Elmwood Cemetery  
Board of Trustees
Francis W. McMillan II 
President

Michael Bernard, Esq. 
Vice President and Secretary

John S. Snyder 
Treasurer 

Terry P. Book

James Deutchman

Eileen McCarthy

Historic Elmwood  
Foundation  
Board of Directors
Terry P. Book 
President

James Deutchman 
Vice President

John S. Snyder 
Treasurer

Reverend Steven J. Kelly 
Secretary

Elizabeth Thurber Crawford

1200 Elmwood Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 
Phone: 313-567-3453 
Fax: 313-567-8861 
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org

Cemetery Grounds Access
7am - 7pm, Daily (May-Sept.)

Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 
Sat: 9am - noon

Enjoying Elmwood
Up coming Events

Your Support Matters

Spring Flowers Available

Large Family Lots Available

This past year, the generous donors to the Historic Elmwood Foundation provided 
educational and cultural opportunities to over 3,500 tour and event visitors. 
Elmwood’s roadways were completely restored and our drainage system cleared. 
Our arboretum was added to and we now have 98 species in our collection. We 

expanded our educational programming, placing 
tree identification markers on select species. The 
markers highlight the scientific and common name 
of the tree, and also include a query code for those 
visitors with smart devices who wish to learn more 
about the tree. We also began offering tree 
identification tours with our partners at Greening 
of Detroit and local certified arborists.

Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery and 
Arboretum remains a sanctuary for all by donating 
to the Historic Elmwood Foundation. Historic 
Elmwood Foundation is classified as a 501(c) 3 by 
the IRS.  You may make your donation by completing 
the enclosed envelope or at Elmwood Cemetery’s 
office. If you are interested in making a bequest to 
Elmwood through your estate planning, please 
contact Joan Capuano, Executive Director of the 
Foundation, at 313/801-1971, or review the suggested 
bequest language available on Elmwood’s website.

Thank you for your continuing support  
of Elmwood.

Every Spring Elmwood offers a beautiful bed of 
begonias (24” x 14.5”) to be placed in front of your 
loved one’s marker or monument. For $60, the staff 
at Elmwood will plant, water and remove the 
begonias at the end of the season - weather 
permitting, they are installed just after Memorial 
Day and last until late September. Please contact 
the office at 313/567-3453 to order today. 
Quantities are limited.

The Cemetery working with the Historic Elmwood 
Foundation has nine large family lots available. 
They are located throughout the property and are 
available only through the foundation. The 
purchase price of these special lots includes a 
donation to the foundation. The lots are the perfect 
size for your family mausoleum or large memorial. 
Please contact the office staff if you are interested 
in viewing a foundation available lot.

Tombstone Tales Tours

Educational Enrichment

2016 Restoration Projects

A stone’s throw away from the hustle and bustle of downtown Detroit, lay 86 
acres of Detroit’s natural topography. Elmwood has graceful hills and a valley 
surrounding a calmly flowing stream. Large stands of trees, and roadways follow 
the natural slope of the land. They blend with the surrounding environment and 
our outdoor sculpture garden, creating a haven of peace for the living to enjoy.

Elmwood has four “Tombstone Tales” tours that we offer to the public FREE of 
charge. We share the many stories of those laid to rest at Elmwood, including 
Michigan Governors and Senators, Detroit Mayors, Civil War Generals, African 
American Heritage Leaders, and Detroit’s Who’s Who. We also highlight memorial 
art and symbolism, architecture, and our unique grounds. Our walking tours are 
held in all weather and last approximately 2 hours.

Today, educational opportunities occur on many different 
levels at Elmwood whether through our online 
biographies, our tours, daily interaction with staff, 
materials on the property, or through our website 
and other electronic means. Elmwood strives to 
remain current and monitors all educational pieces 
for necessary updates and accurate information. 

This year we will have an extensive expansion to 
our online biographies as we work to include the 
many people highlighted through our self-guided 
tour maps and in our tours, including the more 
recently deceased. 

We have an information rack in the office for our 
visitors to broaden our reach. All materials are 
underwritten by the Historic Elmwood Foundation 
and are available to our visitors free of charge.

If there are areas about which you would like to learn more, please contact Joan Capuano at 
jcapuano@elmcem.org or 313/801-1971, or access our website, www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org.

In 2016, the Historic Elmwood Foundation 
undertook a very large project at the Cemetery, 
completely restoring the roadways across its 
86-acres. We completed this extensive project in 
stages to permit continuing access to the property 
by our families and event participants. The drainage 
system throughout the cemetery also was checked 
and cleared where necessary. The final step is the 
continued regrading of the adjacent land. These 
restoration projects will make Elmwood increasingly accessible 
during all seasons. 

We also restored the walkway in the Hazel Dell Section and rebuilt 
the dam at the southern end of the pond.
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28   William Webb (1812-1868) Section P, Lot 25 Attorney, community leader, and abolitionist.
28   Charles Stone (1869-1933)Section P, Lot 25 Orchestra leader in the early 1900s.  His Stone Family Orchestra played on  the Puttin-Bay ferries and later played  at Fairlane Manor in Dearborn. He  was Henry Ford’s favorite musician for social gatherings.

29   John D. Richards (1831-1882)Section N, Lot 150 Brother of Fannie. Businessman and supporter of the Underground Railroad. Instrumental in organizing the 102nd U.S. Colored Infantry during the  Civil War.

29   Fannie Richards (1840-1922)Section N, Lot 150 Detroit’s first African American school teacher in the public school system. Educated in Canada and Germany, she brought the concept of Kindergarten to Detroit. One of the founders of the Phyllis Wheatly Home for old ladies.
30  Coleman A. Young (1918-1997)Hazel Dell 

Tuskegee Airman, union organizer, Michigan State Senator, 1963-73.  First African American Detroit Mayor, 1973-93.

31   William Nathaniel “Sunnie” Wilson (1909-1999)Section B, Lot 122 Businessman, author and nightclub owner. Served as ceremonial Mayor of Paradise Valley in Detroit.
32   Billie Willis (1930-1996) Section L, Lot 21 First African American female Detroit Police Precinct Commander. Involved with many civic organizations.

33   Wilson A. Copeland (1917-1991)Section M, Lot F4 Tuskegee Airman, U.S. diplomat in Africa 20 years. Owned a fishing fleet in West Africa. Son-in-law of Rev. Charleston.

33   Rev. James A. Charleston (1887-1961)
Section M, Lot F4 Pastor St. Paul A.M.E. Church for 28 years. Built the largest African American church in U.S.

34   Thomas “Beans” Bowles (1927-2000)
Section J, Lot 1 Popular musician, teacher, mentor, promoter and night club owner. Played with and founded several bands. Discovered and promoted musical talent in Detroit. Involved with the Motown organization.

35   Ernest E. Rodgers, Jr. (1934-2014)Section JK, Lot 4 Woodwinds Musician who toured with Motown stars and Jazz greats. Educator who shared his love of music with  Detroit youth. 
36   Lorenzo C. Wright (1926-1972)Section J, Lot 94 Won the Olympic gold medal in the 400-meter relay at the 1948  London Olympics.

37   Chief (Dr.) Augustine Kayode Kole James (1945-2010)Section JK, Lot Kole JamesMedical visionary established Professional Medical Centers, ProCare Health Plan –  a Medicaid HMO, and ProCare Plus which provided health care to Wayne County residents.
38   Robert Millender, Sr. (1916-1978) 

Section B, Lot 37/38 Attorney, campaign manager for Mayor Coleman A. Young and U.S. Congressman John Conyers. Millender Center was named in his honor.
38   Joyce Garrett (1931-1997)Section B, Lot 37 First African American female to serve as a Foreign Service Officer for the  U.S. State Department. She served in Caracas, Venezuela.

39   William Lambert (1819-1890)Section G, Lot 90 Community leader, agent for the Underground Railroad and organizer of the “African Mysteries.” Owned a successful tailoring business. 
40  John Bailey (1826-1871) Section F, Lot 59Musician. Popular local band leader with friend Theodore Finney, Lot 80-O. The Bailey & Finney Orchestra was among the first to feature syncopated music.

41   James Robinson (1753-1868)Section F, Lot 61 Fought in the American Revolution and in the War of 1812. Was decorated for bravery after the Battle of Brandywine by General Lafayette. The oldest person buried in Elmwood, he died at the age of 115.
42   George DeBaptiste (1816-1875)Section C, Lot 24 Former White House steward and friend of President Harrison. Successful Detroit merchant, he used his ships to transport runaway slaves to Canada.

43   Jacques “Jack” Surrell (1915-2003) Section A, Surrell Island First Detroit African American host of late night jazz program, “Sunday with Surrell” and “The Talk of the Town.”
44  Dr. Norman McRae (1925-2010)Section A, Lot 98 Avid researcher and author of African American history. Director of Social Studies, Fine Arts, and the Children’s Museum for Detroit Public Schools. Designed and taught first black history course at Wayne State University.

45   Dudley Randall (1914-2000)Section A, Lot 104 Detroit’s appointed Poet Laureate. Nationally known lecturer. Founder of Broadside Press.
46  Jim Ingram (1938-1994)Section A, Lot 106 Detroit radio personality, journalist. 

47   Theoodore Guy Buckner, Sr. (1914-1976)
Section A, Lot 116Jazz saxophonist. Famous local band leader. Worked with Motown.

48  Cora Brown (1914-1972)Section A2, Lot 27First African American woman in the U.S. to be elected to a state senate, 1953.

49  Edith Gamble (1919-1980)Section A2, Lot 47 First African American female auditor employed by the IRS.  Prominent civic activist.
50  George Slaton (1907-1975)Section A2, Lot 48 Boxer Joe Louis’ first trainer.  Jessie Slaton 

(Memorial) 
First African American secretary  hired in Detroit City Hall, 1933.  First female referee for Recorders Court. Killed on Korean Airlines flight #007  over sea of Japan.

51   Rev. Robert Bradby, Sr. (1877-1946)
Section A2, Lot 200 Pastor Second Baptist Church 1910-46.President Detroit NAACP 1925-32.

51   Rosa L. S. Gragg (1904-1989)Section A2, Lot 200 Advisor to Presidents Roosevelt,  Kennedy and Johnson. First African American female to head the U.S.  Welfare Commission.
52   Clyde Hopkins, P.E. (1933-2014)Garden Plaza, #12 Director of City of Detroit Engineering who oversaw renovations to Cobo Hall, Detroit City Airport, Belle Isle Bridge; City Water and Sewage Engineer; managed city demolition program.

53   Erma Henderson (1917-2009)Gallery A, Niche 8, Level EFirst African American Detroit City Council woman and president.
53   Reverend Herbert B. Robinson (1929-2002)

Gallery D, Level C, Crypt 66Preacher, True Love Baptist Church. Nationally known minister who worked with Martin Luther King, Jr.
53   Don Davis (1938-2014)Galley A, Level C, Crypt 1Grammy award winning music producer and songwriter who worked with top artists world-wide. Owner of the only African American bank in Michigan, First Independence Bank, served as Chairman and CEO. 

53   The Honorable Roy L. Roulhac ( 1943-2014) 
Gallery C, Level J, Niche 27 Administrative Law Judge, genealogist, author, civil rights activist.
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2016 EvEnt Wrap-up

Message froM sandy McMillan  
President, trustees of elMwood ceMetery

and terry P. Book  
President, Historic elMwood foundation 

We are very proud of all that was accomplished at Elmwood this past 
year. The cemetery continues to serve as a unique place within the 

community both honoring those who chose Elmwood as their final resting place as well as playing a role in the resurgence of Detroit. We 
are pleased to have increased awareness of one of Detroit’s best assets, Elmwood Cemetery, through our many community events.

We invite you to come and experience the beauty and tranquility of the cemetery at this time of year! The trees and shrubs are in bloom 
and our recently renovated roadways are in great shape for walking and other activities you enjoy. 

Perhaps you would like to learn more about Detroit’s history through one of our guided tours? Or, would you like to learn more about the 
incredible collection of trees inside Elmwood, Detroit’s first certified arboretum? Our spring events are in full swing. We hope you will 
take the opportunity to come to learn about birding and help us identify the migrating bird species and the fledglings that will call 
Elmwood home, even if only for a short while. Please join us in commemorating our loved ones this Memorial Day.

Please enjoy this issue of our newsletter, experience all we have to offer, and consider supporting Elmwood’s continuing restoration 
efforts, educational programming and community events.

Warm regards.

Greening of Detroit 

In the fall of 2015 Elmwood Cemetery became Detroit’s first 
certified arboretum. Elmwood boasts 98 species, among its nearly 
1500 trees. We are excited about our partnership with Greening 
of Detroit, who uses Elmwood as its outdoor classroom, 
discussing the various species and the inherent strengths and 
weaknesses in the trees, and our Detroit environment. They have 
also been instrumental to Elmwood with tree identification, tours, 
and community events.

John Kost, Citizen Forester Coordinator for Greening of Detroit, 
led the class and said, “we are lucky to have Elmwood’s trees  
here in Detroit. So many different species in one spot is great for 
our training.”

Jac Kyle, Greening’s Environmental Education Manager, recently 
joined Elmwood for one of its birding events and indicated she 
looks forward to expanding the partnership between Greening 
and Elmwood. We at Elmwood are excited about increasing 
knowledge about our trees and environment with our visitors 
and are thankful for Greening’s enthusiasm and assistance.

Detroit Historical Society

Elmwood is honored to partner with the Detroit Historical Society 
in sharing Detroit the stories of Detroit’s past with our visitors. In 
addition to the highly successful DHS’ Behind the Scenes tours, this 
past year we had joint school tours where students visited 
Elmwood and then toured the Detroit Historical Museum. 
Woodhaven schools sent four groups to Elmwood and DHS. They 
commented, “the ability that the ability for the kids to see the 
interesting monuments and learn the history of Detroit was 
outstanding.” They especially enjoyed being able to run through 
the Black Walnut trees and check out the old bridge at Elmwood.

Birding

Multiple 
birding events 
were held with 
both Detroit 
Audubon and 
Wild Birds Unlimited/Grosse Pointe Audubon throughout the 
year. A typical event begins with a walk, and pointers on how to 
use binoculars, spot and describe species. The walks conclude at 
either the chapel or the gatehouse where light refreshments are 
provided and a general discussion ensues. Birding checklists 
continue to be placed in the information rack at the gatehouse 
and are used by visitors separate from the birding walks. Birders 
use the checklists to note the different species spotted or heard 
on the grounds. We have documented over 75 different species 
migrating through or living here at Elmwood.

Elizabeth Denison Forth Marker and  
Tree Dedication

This past year approximately 100 people 
gathered to celebrate the life of Mrs. Forth, a 
former slave who was the first African 
American landowner in Pontiac and the 
founder of St. James Episcopal Church on 
Grosse Ile. Church members donated a 
marker and a beautiful tri-color beech tree 

at Mrs. Forth’s burial site in Strangers Ground. The choir from St. Pat’s 
Church provided beautiful music to accompany the mass. Members 
of the St. Louisa Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution also attended the dedication and mass. We would like to 
thank Mrs. Kate Hartwell for her extensive efforts over the last few 
years to accomplish this dedication.

Learn more about Mrs. Forth through Elmwood’s online biographies.

All Souls Day

Fr. Steven Kelly of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Detroit once 
again celebrated a Requiem Mass in 
the Elmwood Chapel on November 2 
to pray for and remember the 
deceased. The service was also 
broadcasted live via St. John’s 
Episcopal Facebook page. We 
enjoyed a reception following the mass. Thank you Fr. Kelly for 
continuing this annual tradition at Elmwood!

Veterans Day Commemoration

The 32nd annual program was held on November 11 and we had an 
excellent crowd. Media coverage was through WXYZ – Channel 7, 
and the Detroit News. We had two different fly-overs – a historic 

plane and then the Tuskegee Gliders 
sent 4 gliders. Winged Occasions 
provided us with a 21-dove release that 
flew shortly before our 21-gun salute 
from the Civil War reenactors. We would 
like to thank Winged Occasions for their 
generous support and the Buffalo 
Soldiers who paid for the bus transportation for the Detroit Jr. ROTC 
programs’ students in honor of a recently deceased member, as well 
as the co-chairs for the event, Mrs. Capuano, Mr. Robert Middleton of 
the Montford Point Marines and Sargent Edgardo Rivera, Operation 
and Training Officer of the Detroit Public School Community District, 
Army JROTC. Members of veterans groups from each branch of the 
armed services were represented. 

Tree Lighting Ceremony

The December Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
honoring the year’s deceased, was attended by 
over 250 people. The Men’s Ensemble Vision 
choir from the Detroit School of Arts performed 
once again this year. They were outstanding as 
they provided moving numbers before and 
during the formal program. They then gathered 
in the gatehouse and put on quite a show for 

our families. Elmwood would like to thank the many families who 
attended, Ms. Cheryl Valentine for her leadership of the choir, the 
students, and Elder Christopher Holden from Swanson Funeral Home 
who provided moving opening and closing messages. Families were 
given red carnations as they departed. 

None of Elmwood’s events would be possible without our tremendous staff 
that works hard on behalf of our families and Elmwood’s boards. Thank 
you to Bonita Smith, Mike Shukwit, Ciara Green-Lowe, Kimalyn Taylor,  
Phil Lovati, Bob Schroeder, Dave Hessel, Rich Brock, Stephen Shukwit,  
Sal Militello, Larry Sloane, Joan Capuano and Cheri Arcome. We are so  
very fortunate to have you all in our Elmwood family.

We are thankful for the many friends who supported the  
Historic Elmwood Foundation and Elmwood Cemetery in 2016
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Herman Carter  
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Goolsby Family and Loved Ones  
Floyd Harrison  
Verna Hines  
Arthur McDaniel  
Robert F. Schmidt  
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Leslie M. Sims  
Bonita Smith

In Memory Of  
The Alger Family 
Norma Anderson  
Terry Banks  
Robb Baubie  
Clarence P. Broadnax  
Justus Brandau  
Glodene S. Brown  
Dr. Adger Butler, Jr.  
Alburiance Cain  
Campau Family  
Auerette & Hamilton Carhartt and 
 Wylie & Gretchen Carhartt  
William Cushman Clark & Mary Eddy Coe 
Artis Colbert, Jr.  
James W. Coleman  
Mildred Corbin  
Adolph Cox  
Eugene & Pauline Coxx  
William & Sophie Craighead  
Annie Lee Curry  
Cora & Joseph Curry  
John Michael Denstaedt  
Charles DuCharme  
Robert D. Dunwoodie, Sr.  
Jacob J. Dupree, Sr.  
Brent Ellis  
Elvia G. Estes  
Johnnie Mae Bowden Faison  
Martha E. Ford  
Elizabeth Denison Forth  
Arthur L. Grady  
Thomas J. Greene, III, M.D.  
Frederick C. Gorman  
Mary E. Griffin  
Griffiths and Jenness Families  
Marilyn Harmon  
Floyd Harrison  
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Gordon William Lloyd  
Thoma M. Logan  
Phillip W. Lowe  
Robbie M. Lowe  
Louise & John Lutz  
Willie D. Lynn  
George & Ada MacPherson  
James E. Maxey  
Suddie McDaniel  
Margrette McDonald  
Allen C. McElroy  
Dr. Norman C. McRae, Jr., Ph.D.  
I. B. Mitchell  
Ida M. Mitchell  
John & Reva Mitchell  
Thelma Mitchell  
Mable Molitor  
Robert C. Murray  
Robert L. Murray  
W. Howie Muir, II  
Corinne Perry  
Beulah Peterson  
Nelson Pickett, Jr.  
Mrs. Charlie A. Powell  
Mr. John Powell  
Rosa Lee Price  
Samuel P. Qualls  
Mildred Redding  
Charles Regnerus  
Sabina Salsberry Remington  
Willie E. Rice  
Warren & Miriam Ricketts  
Naomi Riley  
Alphonza Robinson & Frank Robinson 
Timothy Robinson  
John K. Roney  
George Sanders  
Wesson & Winifred Seyburn  
Wendell Shackelford  
David Smith, Jr.  
James O. Smith  
Norma Smith  
Myzell & Robin H. Sowell  
Johnnie Stafford  
Mr. Earnest Stamps  
Tommie L. Stanfield, Sr.  
Lori Stanford  
Don Stange  
Otis C. Starghill, Sr.  
Stieler Departed Relatives  
Nolan & Everlyn Street  
Solitta A. Collins-Street  
William & Helen D. Streng  
Norman J. Tabor, Jr.  
Brooks & Letitia Thomas  
Garrett T. Townsend  
Cleveland Thurber, Jr.  
Musell Ulmer 
Christine Dyer-Van Lowe  
Judge David C. Vokes & Family  
Arthur L. Walker 
Julie C. Whitman 
James R. Wilson 
Woodbridge & Metcalf Families  
Sims E. Woods  
William & Elizabeth Wreford  
Louise Wright  
Henrietta & Leon Wyden  
Jack C. Younke

– Rosann Kovalcek, Wild Birds Unlimited, Grosse Pointe

The cemetery provides a unique  
opportunity to experience the nature,  
culture, and history of Detroit.

– Detroit Audubon Society

We love to Bring People and Nature  
Together! So special in the D.
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Message froM sandy McMillan  
President, trustees of elMwood ceMetery

and terry P. Book  
President, Historic elMwood foundation 

We are very proud of all that was accomplished at Elmwood this past 
year. The cemetery continues to serve as a unique place within the 

community both honoring those who chose Elmwood as their final resting place as well as playing a role in the resurgence of Detroit. We 
are pleased to have increased awareness of one of Detroit’s best assets, Elmwood Cemetery, through our many community events.

We invite you to come and experience the beauty and tranquility of the cemetery at this time of year! The trees and shrubs are in bloom 
and our recently renovated roadways are in great shape for walking and other activities you enjoy. 

Perhaps you would like to learn more about Detroit’s history through one of our guided tours? Or, would you like to learn more about the 
incredible collection of trees inside Elmwood, Detroit’s first certified arboretum? Our spring events are in full swing. We hope you will 
take the opportunity to come to learn about birding and help us identify the migrating bird species and the fledglings that will call 
Elmwood home, even if only for a short while. Please join us in commemorating our loved ones this Memorial Day.

Please enjoy this issue of our newsletter, experience all we have to offer, and consider supporting Elmwood’s continuing restoration 
efforts, educational programming and community events.

Warm regards.

Greening of Detroit 

In the fall of 2015 Elmwood Cemetery became Detroit’s first 
certified arboretum. Elmwood boasts 98 species, among its nearly 
1500 trees. We are excited about our partnership with Greening 
of Detroit, who uses Elmwood as its outdoor classroom, 
discussing the various species and the inherent strengths and 
weaknesses in the trees, and our Detroit environment. They have 
also been instrumental to Elmwood with tree identification, tours, 
and community events.

John Kost, Citizen Forester Coordinator for Greening of Detroit, 
led the class and said, “we are lucky to have Elmwood’s trees  
here in Detroit. So many different species in one spot is great for 
our training.”

Jac Kyle, Greening’s Environmental Education Manager, recently 
joined Elmwood for one of its birding events and indicated she 
looks forward to expanding the partnership between Greening 
and Elmwood. We at Elmwood are excited about increasing 
knowledge about our trees and environment with our visitors 
and are thankful for Greening’s enthusiasm and assistance.

Detroit Historical Society

Elmwood is honored to partner with the Detroit Historical Society 
in sharing Detroit the stories of Detroit’s past with our visitors. In 
addition to the highly successful DHS’ Behind the Scenes tours, this 
past year we had joint school tours where students visited 
Elmwood and then toured the Detroit Historical Museum. 
Woodhaven schools sent four groups to Elmwood and DHS. They 
commented, “the ability that the ability for the kids to see the 
interesting monuments and learn the history of Detroit was 
outstanding.” They especially enjoyed being able to run through 
the Black Walnut trees and check out the old bridge at Elmwood.

Birding

Multiple 
birding events 
were held with 
both Detroit 
Audubon and 
Wild Birds Unlimited/Grosse Pointe Audubon throughout the 
year. A typical event begins with a walk, and pointers on how to 
use binoculars, spot and describe species. The walks conclude at 
either the chapel or the gatehouse where light refreshments are 
provided and a general discussion ensues. Birding checklists 
continue to be placed in the information rack at the gatehouse 
and are used by visitors separate from the birding walks. Birders 
use the checklists to note the different species spotted or heard 
on the grounds. We have documented over 75 different species 
migrating through or living here at Elmwood.

Elizabeth Denison Forth Marker and  
Tree Dedication

This past year approximately 100 people 
gathered to celebrate the life of Mrs. Forth, a 
former slave who was the first African 
American landowner in Pontiac and the 
founder of St. James Episcopal Church on 
Grosse Ile. Church members donated a 
marker and a beautiful tri-color beech tree 

at Mrs. Forth’s burial site in Strangers Ground. The choir from St. Pat’s 
Church provided beautiful music to accompany the mass. Members 
of the St. Louisa Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution also attended the dedication and mass. We would like to 
thank Mrs. Kate Hartwell for her extensive efforts over the last few 
years to accomplish this dedication.

Learn more about Mrs. Forth through Elmwood’s online biographies.

All Souls Day

Fr. Steven Kelly of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Detroit once 
again celebrated a Requiem Mass in 
the Elmwood Chapel on November 2 
to pray for and remember the 
deceased. The service was also 
broadcasted live via St. John’s 
Episcopal Facebook page. We 
enjoyed a reception following the mass. Thank you Fr. Kelly for 
continuing this annual tradition at Elmwood!

Veterans Day Commemoration

The 32nd annual program was held on November 11 and we had an 
excellent crowd. Media coverage was through WXYZ – Channel 7, 
and the Detroit News. We had two different fly-overs – a historic 

plane and then the Tuskegee Gliders 
sent 4 gliders. Winged Occasions 
provided us with a 21-dove release that 
flew shortly before our 21-gun salute 
from the Civil War reenactors. We would 
like to thank Winged Occasions for their 
generous support and the Buffalo 
Soldiers who paid for the bus transportation for the Detroit Jr. ROTC 
programs’ students in honor of a recently deceased member, as well 
as the co-chairs for the event, Mrs. Capuano, Mr. Robert Middleton of 
the Montford Point Marines and Sargent Edgardo Rivera, Operation 
and Training Officer of the Detroit Public School Community District, 
Army JROTC. Members of veterans groups from each branch of the 
armed services were represented. 

Tree Lighting Ceremony

The December Tree Lighting Ceremony, 
honoring the year’s deceased, was attended by 
over 250 people. The Men’s Ensemble Vision 
choir from the Detroit School of Arts performed 
once again this year. They were outstanding as 
they provided moving numbers before and 
during the formal program. They then gathered 
in the gatehouse and put on quite a show for 

our families. Elmwood would like to thank the many families who 
attended, Ms. Cheryl Valentine for her leadership of the choir, the 
students, and Elder Christopher Holden from Swanson Funeral Home 
who provided moving opening and closing messages. Families were 
given red carnations as they departed. 

None of Elmwood’s events would be possible without our tremendous staff 
that works hard on behalf of our families and Elmwood’s boards. Thank 
you to Bonita Smith, Mike Shukwit, Ciara Green-Lowe, Kimalyn Taylor,  
Phil Lovati, Bob Schroeder, Dave Hessel, Rich Brock, Stephen Shukwit,  
Sal Militello, Larry Sloane, Joan Capuano and Cheri Arcome. We are so  
very fortunate to have you all in our Elmwood family.

We are thankful for the many friends who supported the  
Historic Elmwood Foundation and Elmwood Cemetery in 2016
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Dollie Mae Hill  
Charles H. Hodges, Sr.  
Charles H. Hodges, Jr.  
Charles H. Hodges, III  
Theodore R. Hodges, Jr.  

Valeria P. & John C. Hodges  
Kenneth G. Holmes  
Curtis & Bernice Hudson  
Phair, Sara, Christian &  
 Patricia N. Hudson  
Milton Jackson  
Thomas Jackson, Jr.  
Mayzell R. Jones  
Charlie & Pauline Kauderer   
Margaret & Julius S. King  
Donald A. Lindow & Helen N. Lindow 
Gordon William Lloyd  
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I. B. Mitchell  
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Mable Molitor  
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Sabina Salsberry Remington  
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Wesson & Winifred Seyburn  
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David Smith, Jr.  
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Don Stange  
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Nolan & Everlyn Street  
Solitta A. Collins-Street  
William & Helen D. Streng  
Norman J. Tabor, Jr.  
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Christine Dyer-Van Lowe  
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Julie C. Whitman 
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William & Elizabeth Wreford  
Louise Wright  
Henrietta & Leon Wyden  
Jack C. Younke

– Rosann Kovalcek, Wild Birds Unlimited, Grosse Pointe

The cemetery provides a unique  
opportunity to experience the nature,  
culture, and history of Detroit.

– Detroit Audubon Society

We love to Bring People and Nature  
Together! So special in the D.
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28   William Webb (1812-1868) Section P, Lot 25 Attorney, community leader, and abolitionist.
28   Charles Stone (1869-1933)Section P, Lot 25 Orchestra leader in the early 1900s.  His Stone Family Orchestra played on  the Puttin-Bay ferries and later played  at Fairlane Manor in Dearborn. He  was Henry Ford’s favorite musician for social gatherings.

29   John D. Richards (1831-1882)Section N, Lot 150 Brother of Fannie. Businessman and supporter of the Underground Railroad. Instrumental in organizing the 102nd U.S. Colored Infantry during the  Civil War.

29   Fannie Richards (1840-1922)Section N, Lot 150 

teacher in the public school system. Educated in Canada and Germany, she brought the concept of Kindergarten to Detroit. One of the founders of the Phyllis Wheatly Home for old ladies.
30  Coleman A. Young (1918-1997)Hazel Dell 

Tuskegee Airman, union organizer, Michigan State Senator, 1963-73.  First African American Detroit Mayor, 1973-93.

31   William Nathaniel “Sunnie” Wilson (1909-1999)Section B, Lot 122 Businessman, author and nightclub owner. Served as ceremonial Mayor of Paradise Valley in Detroit.
32   Billie Willis (1930-1996) Section L, Lot 21 First African American female Detroit Police Precinct Commander. Involved with many civic organizations.

33   Wilson A. Copeland (1917-1991)Section M, Lot F4 Tuskegee Airman, U.S. diplomat in Africa 
Africa. Son-in-law of Rev. Charleston.

33   Rev. James A. Charleston (1887-1961)
Section M, Lot F4 Pastor St. Paul A.M.E. Church for 28 years. Built the largest African American church in U.S.

34   ” Bowles (1927-2000)
Section J, Lot 1 Popular musician, teacher, mentor, promoter and night club owner. Played with and founded several bands. Discovered and promoted musical talent in Detroit. Involved with the Motown organization.

35   Ernest E. Rodgers, Jr. (1934-2014)Section JK, Lot 4 Woodwinds Musician who toured with Motown stars and Jazz greats. Educator who shared his love of music with  Detroit youth. 
36   Lorenzo C. Wright (1926-1972)Section J, Lot 94 Won the Olympic gold medal in the 400-meter relay at the 1948  London Olympics.

37   Chief (Dr.) Augustine Kayode Kole James (1945-2010)Section JK, Lot Kole JamesMedical visionary established Professional Medical Centers, ProCare Health Plan –  a Medicaid HMO, and ProCare Plus which provided health care to Wayne County residents.
38   Robert Millender, Sr. (1916-1978) 

Section B, Lot 37/38 Attorney, campaign manager for Mayor Coleman A. Young and U.S. Congressman John Conyers. Millender Center was named in his honor.
38   Joyce Garrett (1931-1997)Section B, Lot 37 First African American female to serve 

 U.S. State Department. She served in Caracas, Venezuela.

39   William Lambert (1819-1890)Section G, Lot 90 Community leader, agent for the Underground Railroad and organizer of the “African Mysteries.” Owned a successful tailoring business. 
40  John Bailey (1826-1871) Section F, Lot 59Musician. Popular local band leader with 

Bailey & Finney Orchestra was among the 

41   James Robinson (1753-1868)Section F, Lot 61 Fought in the American Revolution and in the War of 1812. Was decorated for bravery after the Battle of Brandywine by General 
Elmwood, he died at the age of 115.

42   George DeBaptiste (1816-1875)Section C, Lot 24 Former White House steward and friend of President Harrison. Successful Detroit merchant, he used his ships to transport runaway slaves to Canada.
43   Jacques “Jack” Surrell (1915-2003) Section A, Surrell Island First Detroit African American host of late night jazz program, “Sunday with Surrell” 

44  Dr. Norman McRae (1925-2010)Section A, Lot 98 Avid researcher and author of African American history. Director of Social Studies, Fine Arts, and the Children’s Museum for Detroit Public Schools. 
course at Wayne State University.

45   Dudley Randall (1914-2000)Section A, Lot 104 Detroit’s appointed Poet Laureate. Nationally known lecturer. Founder of Broadside Press.
46  Jim Ingram (1938-1994)Section A, Lot 106 Detroit radio personality, journalist. 
47   e Guy Buckner, Sr. (1914-1976)

Section A, Lot 116Jazz saxophonist. Famous local band leader. Worked with Motown.
48  Cora Brown (1914-1972)Section A2, Lot 27First African American woman in the U.S. to be elected to a state senate, 1953.

49  Edith Gamble (1919-1980)Section A2, Lot 47 First African American female auditor employed by the IRS.  Prominent civic activist.
50  George Slaton (1907-1975)Section A2, Lot 48 

 Jessie Slaton 
(Memorial) 
First African American secretary  hired in Detroit City Hall, 1933.  First female referee for Recorders Court. Killed on K

 over sea of Japan.
51   Rev. Robert Bradby, Sr. (1877-1946)

Section A2, Lot 200 Pastor Second Baptist Church 1910-46.President Detroit NAACP 1925-32.
51   Rosa L. S. Gragg (1904-1989)Section A2, Lot 200 Advisor to Presidents Roosevelt,  Kennedy and Johnson. First African American female to head the U.S.  Welfare Commission.

52   Clyde Hopkins, P.E. (1933-2014)Garden Plaza, #12 Director of City of Detroit Engineering who oversaw renovations to Cobo Hall, Detroit City Airport, Belle Isle Bridge; City Water and Sewage Engineer; managed city demolition program.
53   Erma Henderson (1917-2009)Gallery A, Niche 8, Level EFirst African American Detroit City Council woman and president.

53   Reverend Herbert B. Robinson (1929-2002)
Gallery D, Level C, Crypt 66Preacher, True Love Baptist Church. Nationally known minister who worked with Martin Luther King, Jr.

53   Don Davis (1938-2014)Galley A, Level C, Crypt 1Grammy award winning music producer and songwriter who worked with top artists world-wide. Owner of the only African American bank in Michigan, First Independence Bank, served as Chairman and CEO. 

53   onorable Roy L. Roulhac ( 1943-2014) 
Gallery C, Level J, Niche 27 Administrative Law Judge, genealogist, author, civil rights activist.

2017
APRIL 28  
Arbor Day with  
Grosse Pointe Academy, 9 a.m.

APRIL 30* 
Birding with Detroit  
Audubon Society, 9 a.m. 
*Monthly birding dates are listed online

MAY 12 
Spring Tree Tour, 10 a.m.

MAY 29 
Memorial Day Commemoration,  
noon – NEW Event

JUNE 10  
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

JULY 15 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 19 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 30 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m. 

OCTOBER 21 
Fall Tree Tour, 8:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 28 
Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 
All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m.

NOVEMBER 10 
Veterans Day Commemoration –  
33rd Annual, 10 a.m.

Keep an eye on our website or send a 
message to jcapuano@elmcem.org to 
be added to our email list to receive 
information about upcoming events. 
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Enjoying Elmwood
Up coming Events

Your Support Matters

Spring Flowers Available

Large Family Lots Available

This past year, the generous donors to the Historic Elmwood Foundation provided 
educational and cultural opportunities to over 3,500 tour and event visitors. 
Elmwood’s roadways were completely restored and our drainage system cleared. 
Our arboretum was added to and we now have 98 species in our collection. We 

expanded our educational programming, placing 
tree identification markers on select species. The 
markers highlight the scientific and common name 
of the tree, and also include a query code for those 
visitors with smart devices who wish to learn more 
about the tree. We also began offering tree 
identification tours with our partners at Greening 
of Detroit and local certified arborists.

Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery and 
Arboretum remains a sanctuary for all by donating 
to the Historic Elmwood Foundation. Historic 
Elmwood Foundation is classified as a 501(c) 3 by 
the IRS.  You may make your donation by completing 
the enclosed envelope or at Elmwood Cemetery’s 
office. If you are interested in making a bequest to 
Elmwood through your estate planning, please 
contact Joan Capuano, Executive Director of the 
Foundation, at 313/801-1971, or review the suggested 
bequest language available on Elmwood’s website.

Thank you for your continuing support  
of Elmwood.

Every Spring Elmwood offers a beautiful bed of 
begonias (24” x 14.5”) to be placed in front of your 
loved one’s marker or monument. For $60, the staff 
at Elmwood will plant, water and remove the 
begonias at the end of the season - weather 
permitting, they are installed just after Memorial 
Day and last until late September. Please contact 
the office at 313/567-3453 to order today. 
Quantities are limited.

The Cemetery working with the Historic Elmwood 
Foundation has nine large family lots available. 
They are located throughout the property and are 
available only through the foundation. The 
purchase price of these special lots includes a 
donation to the foundation. The lots are the perfect 
size for your family mausoleum or large memorial. 
Please contact the office staff if you are interested 
in viewing a foundation available lot.

Tombstone Tales Tours

Educational Enrichment

2016 Restoration Projects

A stone’s throw away from the hustle and bustle of downtown Detroit, lay 86 
acres of Detroit’s natural topography. Elmwood has graceful hills and a valley 
surrounding a calmly flowing stream. Large stands of trees, and roadways follow 
the natural slope of the land. They blend with the surrounding environment and 
our outdoor sculpture garden, creating a haven of peace for the living to enjoy.

Elmwood has four “Tombstone Tales” tours that we offer to the public FREE of 
charge. We share the many stories of those laid to rest at Elmwood, including 
Michigan Governors and Senators, Detroit Mayors, Civil War Generals, African 
American Heritage Leaders, and Detroit’s Who’s Who. We also highlight memorial 
art and symbolism, architecture, and our unique grounds. Our walking tours are 
held in all weather and last approximately 2 hours.

Today, educational opportunities occur on many different 
levels at Elmwood whether through our online 
biographies, our tours, daily interaction with staff, 
materials on the property, or through our website 
and other electronic means. Elmwood strives to 
remain current and monitors all educational pieces 
for necessary updates and accurate information. 

This year we will have an extensive expansion to 
our online biographies as we work to include the 
many people highlighted through our self-guided 
tour maps and in our tours, including the more 
recently deceased. 

We have an information rack in the office for our 
visitors to broaden our reach. All materials are 
underwritten by the Historic Elmwood Foundation 
and are available to our visitors free of charge.

If there are areas about which you would like to learn more, please contact Joan Capuano at 
jcapuano@elmcem.org or 313/801-1971, or access our website, www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org.

In 2016, the Historic Elmwood Foundation 
undertook a very large project at the Cemetery, 
completely restoring the roadways across its 
86-acres. We completed this extensive project in 
stages to permit continuing access to the property 
by our families and event participants. The drainage 
system throughout the cemetery also was checked 
and cleared where necessary. The final step is the 
continued regrading of the adjacent land. These 
restoration projects will make Elmwood increasingly accessible 
during all seasons. 

We also restored the walkway in the Hazel Dell Section and rebuilt 
the dam at the southern end of the pond.
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